
 
 
January 6, 2011 

 

For more information contact: 
Kris Schuller, US 41 Project Communication Manager 
Kris.Schuller@dot.wi.gov (920) 492-4109 

 

New traffic signal makes for safer left turns in Winnebago County  
Flashing yellow turn arrows installed on signals near US 41/ WIS 26 interchange 

 
(Green Bay) The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) Northeast Region office in Green 

Bay is announcing motorists in Winnebago County will soon encounter a new type of traffic signal 

operation starting next week.  A Left-turn Flashing Yellow Arrow is being utilized at three newly 

constructed traffic signals installed at the US 41 northbound and southbound on-ramps at WIS 26 and 

the intersection of WIS 26 and Planeview Drive. The signals are expected to begin full operation Jan. 10, 

2011. 

 

A decade-long national study by the Federal Highway Administration found that the flashing yellow arrow 

is easier to understand for drivers making left turns than a circular green light. The study found that the 

circular green was occasionally mistaken as a protected left turn. This driver confusion caused a higher 

incidence of left-turn collisions. Now drivers making a left turn at these newly controlled intersections will 

always have an arrow to clearly indicate whether they have the right of way. 

 

The flashing yellow arrow means drivers are allowed to turn left after yielding to oncoming traffic and 

pedestrians.  It also means oncoming traffic has a green light and reminds drivers that they need to wait 

for a safe gap in oncoming traffic before turning.  

 

These are the first traffic signals installed on a state highway using flashing yellow arrow signals in 

WisDOT’s Northeast Region. The new signalization is in use in the cities of Milwaukee, Madison, Eau 

Claire and Appleton. 
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